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Wildfire Awareness Month

[bookmark: _Toc196492194]Wildfire Awareness Month
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Thank you to our Board of Supervisors for proclaiming May as Wildfire Awareness Month and for helping us shine a light on the growing risks of wildfires in San Joaquin County. We remain committed to keeping our communities informed and prepared and this month, we’re highlighting Cal Fire’s “Ready, Set, Go!” campaign that helps families across the state stay wildfire ready. Stay tuned all month for tips, resources, and action steps you can take to protect your loved ones and your home. Go to www.sjready.org to learn more.
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Thank you to our Board of Supervisors for proclaiming May as Wildfire Awareness Month and for helping us shine a light on the growing risks of wildfires in San Joaquin County. We’ll be highlighting Cal Fire’s “Ready, Set, Go!” all month long. Go to www.sjready.org to learn more.
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Blue and orange gradient background featuring a diverse group of individuals, including people with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc196492195]Get Ready
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Get READY before wildfire season hits. Preparation is key!  Create a defensible space around your home by clearing dead vegetation and trimming trees. Prepare an emergency supply kit with essentials for at least 72 hours. Sign up for SJReady alerts so you never miss emergency updates. Develop a family evacuation plan and practice it with your household. To learn more about wildfire preparedness, go to www.sjready.org. 
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Get READY before wildfire season hits. Clear the perimeter of your home of fallen branches or dead bushes. Prepare an emergency supply kit with essentials for at least 72 hours. Sign up for SJReady alerts so you never miss emergency updates. For more info, go to www.sjready.org. 
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Blue and orange gradient background showing a man mowing the lawn to create defensible space.
[bookmark: _Toc196492196]Get Set
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Get SET by staying alert and ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice. When wildfire threatens, being informed can save lives. Make sure you have your emergency go bag packed and in an easy to access place. Know multiple evacuation routes out of your neighborhood. Keep your car’s gas tank more than half full during fire season. Stay connected by signing up for SJReady Alerts and local news updates. If you feel like your life is in danger, leave immediately. Do not wait for the evacuation order to be issued. Go to www.sjready.org to learn more. 
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Get SET by staying alert and ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice. Make sure you have your go bag is in an easy to access place. Know multiple evacuation routes out of your neighborhood. Keep your car’s gas tank more than half full. Go to www.sjready.org to learn more. 
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Blue and orange gradient background featuring a man and woman reading the news on their electronic devices.
[bookmark: _Toc196492197]Go!
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
When it’s time to GO, don’t wait! Evacuating early keeps roads clear and first responders safe. If you’re told to evacuate by the authorities, grab your emergency go-bag and follow your evacuation plan. Help neighbors who may need extra time or assistance if you are able to safely do so. Wear an N95 masks if the smoke is heavy. Wildfires move fast. Leaving early could be the most important decision you make. Learn more about how you can prepare for wildfire emergencies at www.sjready.org. 
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When it’s time to GO, don’t wait! Evacuating early keeps roads clear and first responders safe. Grab your emergency go-bag and follow your evacuation plan. Learn more about how you can prepare for wildfire emergencies at www.sjready.org. 
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Blue and orange gradient background depicting a couple evacuating their home as it is engulfed in wildfire flames.
[bookmark: _Toc196492198]Fire Smart Landscaping
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Fire resistant plants play an important role in protecting homes and landscapes from the threat of wildfire. While these plants are not immune to fire and can still be damaged or killed, they are less likely to ignite quickly and do not significantly contribute to a fire’s intensity. When choosing plants for your yard, look for those with high moisture content, low sap or resin levels, and those that grow close to the ground. Good landscaping choices also include plants with thick, flexible leaves, little to no fragrance, and leaves that are smooth rather than fuzzy. Plants with silver or gray coloring often retain more moisture, making them more fire-resistant. Regular maintenance is also key. Plants that are watered consistently, pruned often, and kept free of dead leaves or branches are less likely to catch fire. Large, healthy trees and shrubs like well-maintained coast live oaks can even help shield your property by blocking flying embers. Smart landscaping can reduce wildfire risk and help create defensible space around your home. For a complete list of fire-resistant plants and landscaping tips, visit https://bit.ly/SJCfireresistantplants. 

X
Smart landscaping can help create defensible space around your home. Choose plants with high moisture content like succulents, low sap or resin levels, plants with thick, flexible leaves, and leaves that are smooth. View the list at https://bit.ly/SJCfireresistantplants.
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[bookmark: _Toc196492199]Wildfire Safety for Access and Functional Needs Community Members
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Emergencies like wildfires can pose serious challenges for millions of Americans with physical, medical, sensory, or cognitive disabilities. These challenges also affect older adults and others with access and functional needs. Being prepared starts with a plan. Protecting yourself and your loved ones means thinking ahead and building a personal support network. Identify at least three trusted people such as family members, neighbors, caregivers, or transportation providers who can assist you before, during, and after a disaster. Think about your unique needs. Will you need help evacuating if exits are blocked? Do you rely on electricity for medical equipment or water for personal care? What adaptive tools or devices will you need to stay safe and healthy? Planning now makes all the difference later. For preparedness tips and resources, visit www.sjready.org.
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Emergencies like wildfires can pose serious challenges for millions of Americans with physical, medical, sensory, or cognitive disabilities and older adults. Think about your unique needs. Planning now makes all the difference later. For preparedness tips, visit www.sjready.org. 
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Blue and orange gradient background featuring a diverse group of people, including individuals with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc196492200]Pets Depend on Us!
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
Pets are more than just animals, they’re part of the family! Whether you have a dog, cat, horse, or even a goldfish, you know how much comfort and joy they bring into our lives. In times of crisis, our pets rely on us completely for their safety and care. Just like any other family member, pets need to be included in your emergency preparedness plans. Whether it’s a wildfire, earthquake, or another disaster, having a plan in place for your animals can make all the difference. Make sure you’re ready to evacuate with your pets, know where to take them, and keep a supply kit with food, water, medication, and comfort items. Planning ahead ensures your pets stay safe, no matter what. For more tips and resources on how to prepare your pets for emergencies, visit www.sjready.org.
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Pets are more than just animals, they’re part of the family! Planning ahead ensures your pets stay safe, no matter what. Make sure you’re ready to evacuate with your pets, know where to take them, and keep a supply kit. For more tips, visit www.sjready.org. 
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Blue and orange gradient background featuring a variety of pets, including dogs, a cat, a rabbit, a goldfish, and a lizard.
[bookmark: _Toc196492201]Livestock Pass Program
Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor
San Joaquin County has officially launched its Livestock Pass Program in 2024 to help protect commercial livestock during emergencies. The Livestock Pass allows owners and ranchers limited access to evacuation zones during disasters to care for and protect their commercial livestock. To apply, participants must complete an application, liability waiver and attend a free training session. If you manage or care for livestock in San Joaquin County, this program may be for you. Contact the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office at (209) 953-6000 to learn more and apply at https://bit.ly/SJCLivestockPass. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk196389676]San Joaquin County launched Livestock Pass Program to help protect commercial livestock during emergencies. The pass allows owners and ranchers limited access to evacuation zones to care for their commercial livestock. Learn more and apply at https://bit.ly/SJCLivestockPass. 
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